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(57) ABSTRACT

A twin power sourcing equipment constituted of: a first power
sourcing equipment; and a second power sourcing equipment
arranged for connection to a powered device over respective
power paths; the first and second power sourcing equipments
arranged to: simultaneously perform detection of the pow-
ered device; and in the event that at least one of the first and
second power sourcing equipments detects the presence of
the powered device, alternately perform detection ofthe pow-
ered device to detect a signature impedance; and in the event
that each of the alternate detection is indicative of the pres-
ence of the signature impedance, provide power to the pow-
ered device simultaneously by the first and second power
sourcing equipment. Power is not provided to the powered
device in the event that the simultaneous detection is indica-
tive of the absence of the powered device on each of the first
path and the second path.
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DETECTION FOR FOUR PAIR POWERED
DEVICES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to the field of power over
local area networks, particularly Ethernet based networks,
and more particularly to a method of detection and determi-
nation of a type of powered device attached over four twisted
wire pairs.

Power over Ethernet (PoE), in accordance with both IEEE
802.3af-2003 and IEEE 802.3at-2009, each published by the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc., New
York, the entire contents of each of which is incorporated
herein by reference, defines delivery of power over a set of 2
twisted wire pairs without disturbing data communication.
The aforementioned standards particularly provide for a
power sourcing equipment (PSE) and a powered device (PD).
The power sourcing equipment is configured to detect the PD
by ascertaining a valid signature resistance, and to supply
power over the 2 twisted wire pairs only after a valid signature
resistance is actually detected.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,492,059 issued Feb. 17, 2009 to Peker et al,
the entire contents of which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence is addressed to powering a PD over 4 twisted wire pairs.
Such a technique provides for increased power as compared
to either of the above mentioned standards, and is commer-
cially available from Microsemi Corporation of Alisa Viejo,
Calif.

The HD BaseT Alliance of Beaverton Oregon has pub-
lished the HDBaseT Specification Version 1.1.0 which
defines a high power standard utilizing twisted wire pair
cabling, such as Category Se (CAT 5Se) or Category 6 (CAT 6)
structured cabling as defined by ANSI/TIA/EIA-568-A. The
specification provides for even higher power than the above
mentioned IEEE 802.3at-2009 over each set of 2 pairs, with
all 4 pairs utilized for powering, and allows for power over
structured communication cabling from any of: a type 1 PSE,
denoted hereinafter as a low power

PSE, typically meeting the above mentioned IEEE 802.3af
standard; a type 2 PSE denoted hereinafter as a medium
power PSE, typically meeting the above mentioned IEEE
802.3at standard; a type 3 PSE, denoted hereinafter as a high
power PSE, typically meeting the above HDBaseT specifica-
tion; twin medium power PSEs; and twin high power PSEs.

Detection, in accordance with any of the above standards
requires the supply of at least 2 voltage levels between the
range of 2.8 volts and 10 volts, with a signature resistance of
the PD determined based on a calculation of the actual voltage
levels, or current, detected. The use of 2 voltage levels allows
for determination of the signature resistance irrespective of
the existence of a diode bridge, typically supplied at the input
to the PD.

Twin medium power PSEs or twin high power PSEs may
be paired with any type of PD, i.e. a PD which is arranged to
receive power over only 2 sets of twisted wire pairs, or a PD
which is arranged to receive power over 4 sets of twisted wire
pairs, without limitation, and thus the twin medium power
PSEs or twin high power PSEs must be designed to properly
detect the PD irrespective of its arrangement. In the event that
a PD arranged to receive power over only 2 sets of twisted
wire pairs is connected, simultaneous detection by each of the
twin PSEs would interfere with proper detection, as described
in further detail in U.S. Pat. No. 7,492,059, issued Feb. 17,
2009 to Peker et al, and U.S. Pat. No. 7,595,756 issued Sep.
22, 2009 to Ferentz, the entire contents of both of which are
incorporated herein by reference. Similarly, a PD which is
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supplied without a diode bridge, or in the event that two
separate PDs are supplied, one on each 2 sets of twisted wire
pairs, can only be properly detected by performing detection
on each of the 2 sets of twisted wire pairs.

FIG. 1A illustrates a high level schematic diagram of an
alternative A

PoE powering arrangement 10, according to the prior art,
comprising: a switch/hub 20; a plurality of twisted wire pairs
30 constituted within a structured cable 35; and a PD 40.
Switch/hub 20 comprises a plurality of data transformers 50
and a PSE 60. PD 40 comprises: a plurality of data transform-
ers 50; a first and a second diode bridge 65; a PD interface 70;
an electronically controlled switch 80; and a PD load circuitry
90. PD interface 70 comprises: an under-voltage lockout
(UVLO) circuit 100; a signature impedance 110; and a class
current source 120. Optionally, a class event counter is further
supplied (not shown). PSE 60 comprises a detection function-
ality 62, a classification functionality 64 and a powering
functionality 66, each of which may be constituted in a dedi-
cated circuitry, or as a programmed functionality for a com-
puting element, without limitation. A data pair is connected
across the primary of each data transformer 50 in switch/hub
20 and a first end of each twisted wire pair 30 is connected
across the secondary of each data transformer 50 in switch/
hub 20 via respective connections, listed conventionally in
two groups: connections 1,2, 3, 6; and connections 4, 5, 7 and
8. The outputs of PSE 60 are respectively connected to the
center taps of the secondary windings of data transformers 50
of switch/hub 20 connected to twisted wire pairs 30 via con-
nections 1, 2, 3 and 6. Structured cable 35 typically comprises
4 twisted wire pairs 30.

A data pair is connected across the primary of each data
transformer 50 in PD 40 and a second end of each twisted wire
pair 30 is connected across the secondary of each data trans-
former 50 in PD 40 via respective connections, listed conven-
tionally in two groups: connections 1, 2, 3, 6; and connections
4,5, 7 and 8. The inputs of first diode bridge 65 are respec-
tively connected to the center taps of the secondary windings
of data transformers 50 of PD 40 connected to twisted wire
pairs 30 via connections 1, 2, 3 and 6. The inputs of second
diode bridge 65 are respectively connected to the center taps
of the secondary windings of data transformers 50 of PD 40
connected to twisted wire pairs 30 via connections 4, 5, 7 and
8. The positive outputs of first and second diode bridges 65 are
commonly connected to the positive input of PD interface 70,
and the returns of first and second diode bridges 65 are com-
monly connected to the return of PD interface 70. PD inter-
face 70 is illustrated as having a pass through connection from
the positive input to the positive output thereof, and power for
each of UVLO circuit 100, signature impedance 110 and class
current source 120 are provided there from (not shown). PD
interface 70 is illustrated as having a pass through connection
from the return input to the return output thereof, and a return
for each of UVLO circuit 100, signature impedance 110 and
class current source 120 are provided there from (not shown).
Electronically controlled switch 80 is arranged to provide a
switchable connection between the return of PD load cir-
cuitry 90 and the return of PD interface 70, and electronically
controlled switch 80 is responsive to an output of UVLO
circuit 100, indicative that received power is reliable and is
denoted PG. The positive input of PD load circuitry 90 is
connected to the positive output of PD interface 70.

Powering arrangement 10 has been illustrated in an
embodiment wherein electronically controlled switch 80 is
connected in the return path, however this is not meant to be
limiting in any way, and is simply meant as a depiction of one
embodiment of alternative A powering known to those skilled
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in the art. Similarly, PSE 60 is illustrated as being part of
switch/hub 20 however this is not meant to be limiting in any
way, and midspan equipment may be utilized to provide a
connection for PSE 60 without exceeding the scope. PSE 60
may be any equipment arranged to provide power over com-
munication cabling, including equipment meeting the defini-
tion of a PSE under any of IEEE 802.3af; IEEE 802.3at; and
the above mentioned HDBaseT specification, without limita-
tion.

In operation, electronically controlled switch 80 is initially
set to isolate PD load circuitry 90 from PSE 60. PSE 60
detects PD 40 utilizing detection functionality 62 in coopera-
tion with signature impedance 110 presented by PD interface
70. After detection, PSE 60 optionally presents a classifica-
tion voltage to PD 40 utilizing classification functionality 64,
and class current source 120 is arranged to drive a predeter-
mined current indicative of the power requirements of PD
load circuitry 90 responsive to the presented classification
voltage, thus indicating to PSE 60 the power requirements
thereof The amount of current is detected by classification
functionality 64. Optionally, PSE 60 further provides PD 40
with information regarding the powering ability of PSE 60 by
providing a plurality of classification events separated by
mark events, with the information provided by the number of
classification events. The mark events function to define the
individual classification events. A class event counter, if sup-
plied, is arranged to count the classification events and output
information regarding the counted classification events to PD
load circuitry 90, thus providing PD load circuitry 90 with
information regarding the powering ability of PSE 60.

PSE 60 is further arranged, in the event that sufficient
power is available to support the power requirements detected
and output by classification functionality 64, to provide oper-
ating power for PD 40 over 2 twisted wire pairs 30 of struc-
tured cable 35 by raising the voltage above the classification
voltage range responsive to powering functionality 66. First
diode bridge 65 is arranged to ensure that power received by
PD interface 70 and PD load circuitry 90 is at a predetermined
polarity irrespective of the connection polarity of PSE 60.
UVLO circuit 100 is arranged to maintain isolation between
PSE 60 and PD load circuitry 90 until a predetermined oper-
ating voltage has been achieved across PD interface 70, and
upon sensing the predetermined operating voltage UVLO
circuit 100 is further arranged to assert output PG thus closing
electronically controlled switch 80 thereby providing power
to PD load circuitry 90. Optionally, a timer (not shown) may
be provided to ensure that the startup phase is complete prior
to closing electronically controlled switch 80.

FIG. 1B illustrates a high level schematic diagram of an
alternative B PoE powering arrangement 200, according to
the prior art, comprising: a switch/hub 20; a plurality of
twisted wire pairs 30 constituted within a structured cable 35;
and a PD 40. Alternative B PoE powering arrangement 200 is
in all respects identical to alternative A PoE powering
arrangement 10 with the exception that the outputs of PSE 60
are respectively connected to the center taps of the secondary
windings of data transformers 50 of switch/hub 20 connected
to twisted wire pairs 30 via connections 4, 5, 7 and 8. The
operation of alternative B PoE powering arrangement 200 is
in all respects identical to alternative A PoE powering
arrangement 10, and in the interest of brevity will not be
further detailed.

FIG. 1C illustrates a high level schematic diagram of a PoE
powering arrangement 300 utilizing twin PSEs to provide
power to a PD over 4 twisted wire pairs, in accordance with
the prior art, comprising: a switch/hub 20; a plurality of
twisted wire pairs 30 constituted within a structured cable 35;
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4

and a PD 40. PoE powering arrangement 300 is in all respects
identical to alternative A PoE powering arrangement 10 and
alternative B PoE powering arrangement 200 with the excep-
tion that a first and a second PSE 60 are supplied, the outputs
of first PSE 60 respectively connected to the center taps of the
secondary windings of data transformers 50 of switch/hub 20
connected to twisted wire pairs 30 via connections 1, 2, 3 and
6, representing a first powering path, and the output of second
PSE 60 connected to the center taps of the secondary wind-
ings of data transformers 50 of switch/hub 20 connected to
twisted wire pairs 30 via connections 4, 5, 7 and 8, represent-
ing a second powering path. A communication link is pro-
vided between the first PSE 60 and second PSE 60 to provide
for the required coordination, as will be described further. For
simplicity, the details of PSE 60 are omitted. The operation of
PoE powering arrangement 300 is in all respects identical to
alternative A PoE powering arrangement 10 and alternative B
PoE powering arrangement 200 with the exception that power
is supplied by each of first PSE 60 and second PSE 60.

FIG. 1D illustrates the voltage waveform outputs from first
PSE 60, denoted waveform 350, and the voltage waveform
output from second PSE 60, denoted waveform 360, both as
experienced at PD interface 70, in accordance with PoE pow-
ering arrangement 300 and in accordance with the prior art,
wherein the x-axis represents time and the y-axis represents
voltage in arbitrary units. In order to avoid interference, first
PSE 60 performs detection of signature impedance 110, and
after completion of the detection, second PSE 60 performs
detection of signature impedance 110, with the timing coor-
dinated by the communication link between first PSE 60 and
second PSE 60. After both first PSE 60 and second PSE 60
have performed detection, first PSE 60 performs classifica-
tion in cooperation with class current source 120, and then
second PSE 60 performs classification in cooperation with
class current source 120. Finally, powering is performed,
preferably simultaneously, responsive to the communication
link, by each of first PSE 60 and second PSE 60.

In the event that PD 40, arranged to receive power over all
4 twisted wire pairs, is connected between the detection per-
formed by first PSE 60 and detection performed by second
PSE 60, as shown by dotted line 370, a problem occurs.
Specifically, first PSE 60 will not provide power on its 2
twisted wire pairs, since detection has failed, whereas second
PSE 60 will provide power on its 2 twisted wire pairs. PD 40,
which is arranged to receive power over all 4 twisted wire
pairs, will only receive power from second PSE 60, which
may be insufficient for proper operation. Unless PD 40 com-
pletely shuts down, detection will not be performed again by
first PSE 60, since power appears on the twisted wire pairs
connected thereto as provided by second PSE 60. Such a
condition is problematic as it leads to unexpected results.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is a principal object of the present invention
to overcome the disadvantages of prior art in powering remote
devices. This is provided in the present invention by a method
of detection in which two PSEs associated with a single PD
initiate a simultaneous detection phase prior to performing
independent detection. In the event that the simultaneous
detection is indicative that no PD is connected on either path,
i.e. both PSEs return a high impedance result, powering of the
PD is not performed by either of the PSEs. In one embodi-
ment, alternate detection is not performed in the event that the
simultaneous detection is indicative that no PD is connected
on either path.
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Additional features and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following drawings and descrip-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the invention and to show
how the same may be carried into eftect, reference will now
be made, purely by way of example, to the accompanying
drawings in which like numerals designate corresponding
sections or elements throughout.

With specific reference now to the drawings in detail, it is
stressed that the particulars shown are by way of example and
for purposes of illustrative discussion of the preferred
embodiments of the present invention only, and are presented
in the cause of providing what is believed to be the most
useful and readily understood description of the principles
and conceptual aspects of the invention. In this regard, no
attempt is made to show structural details of the invention in
more detail than is necessary for a fundamental understand-
ing of the invention, the description taken with the drawings
making apparent to those skilled in the art how the several
forms of the invention may be embodied in practice. In the
accompanying drawings:

FIG. 1A illustrates a high level block diagram of a first
alternative PoE powering arrangement known to the prior art;

FIG. 1B illustrates a high level block diagram of a second
alternative PoE powering arrangement known to the prior art;

FIG. 1C illustrates a high level block diagram of an alter-
native PoE powering arrangement known to the prior art,
wherein power is supplied to a PD from a first and a second
PSE;

FIG. 1D illustrates the voltage waveform outputs from the
first and second PSE of'the powering arrangement of FIG. 1C
known to the prior art;

FIG. 2 illustrates a high level block diagram of an exem-
plary twin PSE, each of the constituent PSEs comprising a
control circuitry;

FIG. 3 illustrates a high level block diagram of an exem-
plary network configuration for remote powering from a twin
PSE;

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of the voltage
waveform outputs from the first and second PSE of the twin
PSE of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary high level flow chart of the
operation of the twin PSE of FIG. 3 to detect and provide
power to a PD.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Before explaining at least one embodiment of the invention
in detail, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited
in its application to the details of construction and the
arrangement of the components set forth in the following
description or illustrated in the drawings. The invention is
applicable to other embodiments or of being practiced or
carried out in various ways. Also, it is to be understood that
the phraseology and terminology employed herein is for the
purpose of description and should not be regarded as limiting.

The invention is being described as an Ethernet based
network, with a powered device being connected thereto. It is
to be understood that the powered device is preferably an
IEEE 802.3 compliant device preferably employing a
10Base-T, 100Base-T or 1000Base-T connection.

FIG. 2 illustrates a high level block diagram of an exem-
plary twin PSE 400 comprising a first PSE 60 and a second
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PSE 60. Each PSE 60 comprises: a control circuitry 410; a
detection functionality 62, a classification functionality 64
and a powering functionality 66, each of which may be con-
stituted in a dedicated circuitry, or as a programmed function-
ality for a computing element, without limitation. Control
circuitry 410 of each PSE 60 is in communication with each
of the respective detection functionality 62, classification
functionality 64 and powering functionality 66. Control cir-
cuitry 410 of a first PSE 60 of twin PSE 400 is in communi-
cation with a control circuitry 410 of a second PSE 60 of twin
PSE 400. In one embodiment (not shown) a single master
control circuitry is supplied for both PSEs 60 of twin PSE
400. In one embodiment, each control circuitry 410 of twin
PSE 400 can act as a master control circuitry, or as a slave
control circuitry, with the other control circuitry 410 of twin
PSE 400 respectively acting as a slave control circuitry or
master control circuitry. The operation of twin PSE 400 will
be described further below in relation to FIGS. 3-5.

FIG. 3 illustrates a high level block diagram of an exem-
plary network configuration 500 for remote powering from a
twin PSE 400. Network configuration 500 is in all respects
identical with network configuration 300, with the exception
that the PSEs 60 are combined into a single twin PSE 400, and
whose operation is in accordance with the description below.
As described above first PSE 60 is connected over a first path
510 to provide power to PD 40, first path 510 constituted of
two twisted wire pairs 30 via connections 1, 2, 3 and 6.
Second PSE 60 is connected over a second path 520 to pro-
vide power to PD 40, second path 520 constituted of two
twisted wire pairs 30 via connections 4, 5, 7 and 8.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of the voltage
waveform outputs from the first PSE 60, denoted waveform
550 and second PSE 60 of the twin PSE 400, denoted wave-
form 560, both as experienced at PD interface 70, in accor-
dance with network configuration 500, wherein the x-axis
represents time and the y-axis represents voltage in arbitrary
units. First PSE 60 and second PSE 60 innovatively first
perform simultaneous detection 570 on each of first path 510
and second 520, responsive to the respective control circuitry
410 and detection functionality 62, as illustrated on the left
side of each of waveforms 550 and 560. Responsive to certain
conditions, as will be described further below in relation to
FIG. 5, alternate detection 580 is performed by each of first
PSE 60 over first path 510 and second PSE 60 over second
path 520, responsive to the respective control circuitry 410
and detection functionality 62. Optionally, and responsive to
certain conditions, as will be described further below, classi-
fication 590 is performed by each of first PSE 60 over first
path 510 and second PSE 60 over second path 520, alter-
nately, responsive to the respective control circuitry 410 and
classification functionality 64. Finally, responsive to certain
conditions, as will be described further below, powering of
PD 40 is performed, as shown at 600, preferably simulta-
neously, by each of first PSE 60 over first path 510 and second
PSE 60 over second path 520, alternately, responsive to the
respective control circuitry 410 and powering functionality
66.

The above is illustrated in an embodiment wherein classi-
fication is not performed after simultaneous detection 570,
however this is not meant to be limiting in any way. In other
embodiments each of first PSE 60 and second PSE 60 perform
classification after simultaneous detection 570 prior to per-
forming alternate detection 580. In one embodiment the
results of the classification performed after simultaneous
detection are discarded.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary high level flow chart of the
operation of the twin PSE 400 to detect and provide power to
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PD 40. In stage 1000, simultaneous detection of PD 40 is
performed by each of first PSE 60 over first path 510 and
second PSE 60 over second path 520. It is to be understood
that simultaneous detection may be performed as described in
any of the above mentioned standards, thus requiring a plu-
rality of detection voltages at a plurality of time intervals, or
may be performed as described in U.S. Pat. No. 7,849,343
issued Dec. 7, 2010 to Darshan, et al, the entire contents of
which is incorporated herein by reference, thus requiring a
single detection voltage, without limitation. The detection
voltage of U.S. Pat. No. 7,849,343 may be lower than the
detection voltage defined in the above mentioned standards,
however for the purposes of this document, any voltage lower
than the maximum allowed detection voltage according the
above mentioned standards, and thus does not trigger a clas-
sification current source, is considered a detection voltage.

In stage 1010, the results of the simultaneous detection of
stage 1000 are examined. In the event that the results of the
simultaneous detection are indicative that both powering path
510 and powering path 520 are open, i.e. PD 40 is not
detected, stage 1000 is again performed. Preferably, stage
1000 is performed only periodically, and thus a predeter-
mined time period is delayed between subsequent simulta-
neous detections of stage 1000. The definition of an open
powering path is one that exhibits an impedance well in
excess of a valid PD. In one particular embodiment, and
impedance detected in excess of 100K is determined to be an
open powering path.

In the event that in stage 1010 the results of the simulta-
neous detection are not indicative that both powering path 510
and powering path 520 are open, in stage 1020, the actual
results of the simultaneous detection of stage 1000 are stored,
preferably in a local memory of control circuitry 410. In an
exemplary embodiment, the results of the simultaneous
detection are categorized as one of: open; fail and pass. The
term pass is meant to be synonymous with a valid detection of
PD 40, i.e. the detection of a valid signature impedance 110,
in accordance with the relevant specification, or pre-deter-
mined values. The term fail is meant to include the detection
of any value which is not a valid signature impedance 110,
and is not defined as an open condition as described above.

Optionally, as described above, classification is performed
over each of powering path 510, 520 following the simulta-
neous detection of stage 1000. In one embodiment, the results
of the classification are discarded.

In stage 1030, first PSE 60 and second PSE 60 perform
alternate detection on the respective power path 510,520. The
term alternate as used herein is synonymous with the term
staggered, in that the detection are performed such that the
waveforms do not overlap with time. Performing the detec-
tion alternately prevents interference between detection func-
tionalities 62 of first PSE 60 and second PSE 60.

In one embodiment, the stored results of stage 1020 are
utilized to determine which control circuitry 410 acts as a
master control circuitry, and which control circuitry 410 thus
acts as a slave control circuitry. In such an embodiment, the
control circuitry 410 whose associated detection functional-
ity 62 returns a pass value sets itself as the master, and
instructs the other control circuitry 410 to act as a slave. In the
event that both detection functionalities 62 return a pass
value, a predetermined one of the two control circuitries 410
asserts itself as master. In one embodiment, the master con-
trols the timing of both the PSE 60 of which it is part, and the
timing of the PSE 60 of the slave control circuitry 410.

In optional stage 1040, control circuitry 410 of any PSE 60
returning a pass value during the alternate detection performs
classification utilizing the respective classification function-
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ality 64. It is to be understood that the term pass, is not
restricted to the definition in the above mentioned standards,
and other definitions, such as the detection of a predetermined
capacitance as signature impedance 110 may be utilized with-
out exceeding the scope.

In stage 1050, all paths for which detection functionality 62
has returned a pass value during the alternate detection of
stage 1030 are powered. Preferably, powering of a plurality of
paths 510, 520 is performed simultaneously. The term simul-
taneous is not meant to be exact, and may include a delay
between powering small enough to prevent damage to either
PSE 60. In one embodiment, the term simultaneous means
within 100 microseconds.

The above flow can be modified to detect various non-
standard implementations. Thus, for example certain
embodiments present a valid signature impedance to the
simultaneous detection of stage 1000, thus resulting in a pass
value for each of first PSE 60 and second PSE 60, while
presenting 2 of a valid signature impedance to each of the
alternate detections of stage 1030. The values of the simulta-
neous detection are stored in stage 1020, and thus the raw
result of the alternate detection of stage 1030 may be modified
to take this result into account. In particular, in such an
embodiment, a result in stage 1000 of pass, for each PSE 60,
and a result of fail for each PSE 60 in stage 1030 results in
reclassification of the fail values to pass, and thus the simul-
taneous powering of both paths 510, 520.

The above has been described in an embodiment wherein
in the event that stage 1000 presents an open condition for
both paths 510 and 520, alternate detection of stage 1030 is
not performed, however this is not meant to be limiting in any
way. In an alternative embodiment, an open condition for
both paths 510 and 520 is utilized as a gating condition for the
powering of stage 1050, without limitation. In such an
embodiment, the powering of stage 1050 does not occur in the
event that stage 1000 presents an open condition for both
paths 510 and 520.

It is appreciated that certain features of the invention,
which are, for clarity, described in the context of separate
embodiments, may also be provided in combination in a
single embodiment. Conversely, various features of the
invention which are, for brevity, described in the context of a
single embodiment, may also be provided separately or in any
suitable subcombination. In particular, the invention has been
described with an identification of each powered device by a
class, however this is not meant to be limiting in any way. In
an alternative embodiment, all powered device are treated
equally, and thus the identification of class with its associated
power requirements is not required.

Unless otherwise defined, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meanings as are commonly under-
stood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention
belongs. Although methods similar or equivalent to those
described herein can be used in the practice or testing of the
present invention, suitable methods are described herein.

All publications, patent applications, patents, and other
references mentioned herein are incorporated by reference in
their entirety. In case of conflict, the patent specification,
including definitions, will prevail. In addition, the materials,
methods, and examples are illustrative only and not intended
to be limiting.

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that the
present invention is not limited to what has been particularly
shown and described hereinabove. Rather the scope of the
present invention is defined by the appended claims and
includes both combinations and subcombinations of the vari-
ous features described hereinabove as well as variations and
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modifications thereof which would occur to persons skilled in
the art upon reading the foregoing description.

The invention claimed is:

1. A local area network adapted to supply power to a
plurality of types of powered devices over communication
cabling, the local area network comprising:

a powered device;

a first power sourcing equipment;

a second power sourcing equipment; and

acommunication cabling comprising a plurality of twisted

wire pairs arranged to connect said first and second
power sourcing equipment to said powered device, said
communication cabling providing a first power path
comprising a first set of twisted wire pairs of said com-
munication cabling between said first power sourcing
equipment and said powered device and a second power
path comprising a second set of twisted wire pairs of said
communication cabling between said second power
sourcing equipment and said powered device, said first
set different from said second set,

said first and second power sourcing equipments arranged

to:

simultaneously perform detection of the powered device
by each applying a detection voltage to said powered
device via the respective one of the first path and the
second path to detect said powered device, and deter-
mine whether said powered device is present or
absent; and

in the event that at least one of said first and second
power sourcing equipments detects the presence of
the powered device by said simultaneous detection,
alternately perform detection of the powered device
by each alternately applying the detection voltage to
said powered device via the respective one of the first
path and the second path to detect a signature imped-
ance; and

in the event that each of said alternate detection is indica-
tive of the presence of the signature impedance, pro-
vide power to said powered device simultaneously by
said first and second power sourcing equipment,

wherein the power is not provided to said powered
device from either the first power sourcing equipment
or the second power sourcing equipment in the event
that said simultaneous detection is indicative of the
absence ofthe powered device on each of the first path
and the second path, and

wherein in the event that said simultaneous detection is

indicative of the absence of the powered device on each
of'the first path and the second path, said first and second
power sourcing equipments do not alternately perform
the detection.

2. The local area network of claim 1, wherein each of said
first and second power sourcing equipments are further
arranged to perform classification on the respective one of the
first and second paths responsive to successful detection of
the signature impedance on the respective path by the respec-
tive one of the first and second power sourcing equipments,
the classification classifying the power requirements of the
powered device.

3. The local area network of claim 2, wherein in the event
that only one of said alternate detection is indicative of the
presence of the signature impedance, power is provided to
said powered device by the respective one of said first and
second power sourcing equipment associated with the detec-
tion of the presence of the signature impedance, the power
provided subsequent to the performed classification.
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4. The local area network of claim 1, wherein in the event
that only one of said alternate detection is indicative of the
presence of the signature impedance, power is provided to
said powered device by the respective one of said first and
second power sourcing equipment associated with the detec-
tion of the presence of the signature impedance.

5. A local area network adapted to supply power to a
plurality of types of powered devices over communication
cabling, the local area network comprising:

a powered device;

a first power sourcing equipment;

a second power sourcing equipment; and

a communication cabling comprising a plurality of twisted
wire pairs arranged to connect said first and second
power sourcing equipment to said powered device, said
communication cabling providing a first power path
comprising a first set of twisted wire pairs of said com-
munication cabling between said first power sourcing
equipment and said powered device and a second power
path comprising a second set of twisted wire pairs of said
communication cabling between said second power
sourcing equipment and said powered device, said first
set different from said second set,

said first and second power sourcing equipments arranged
to:
simultaneously perform detection of the powered device

by each applying a detection voltage to said powered
device via the respective one of the first path and the
second path to detect said powered device, and deter-
mine whether said powered device is present or
absent; and
in the event that at least one of said first and second
power sourcing equipments detects the presence of
the powered device by said simultaneous detection,
alternately perform detection of the powered device
by each alternately applying the detection voltage to
said powered device via the respective one of the first
path and the second path to detect a signature imped-
ance; and
in the event that each of said alternate detection is indica-
tive of the presence of the signature impedance, pro-
vide power to said powered device simultaneously by
said first and second power sourcing equipment,
wherein the power is not provided to said powered device
from either the first power sourcing equipment or the
second power sourcing equipment in the event that said
simultaneous detection is indicative of the absence of the
powered device on each of the first path and the second
path, and

wherein in the event that said simultaneous detection is
indicative of the absence of the powered device on each
of the first path and the second path, said simultaneously
performed detection is repeated after a predetermined
time interval.

6. A twin power sourcing equipment comprising:

a first power sourcing equipment arranged for connection
to a powered device over a first power path;

a second power sourcing equipment arranged for connec-
tion to the powered device over a second power path,
said second power path different from said first power
path;

said first and second power sourcing equipments arranged
to:
simultaneously perform detection of the powered device

by each applying a detection voltage to the powered
device via the respective one of the first path and the
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second path to detect the powered device, and deter-
mine whether the powered device is present or absent;
and

in the event that at least one of said first and second
power sourcing equipments detects the presence of
the powered device by said simultaneous detection,
alternately perform detection of the powered device
by each alternately applying the detection voltage to
the powered device via the respective one of the first
path and the second path to detect a signature imped-
ance; and

in the event that each of said alternate detection is indica-
tive of the presence of the signature impedance, pro-
vide power to the powered device simultaneously by
said first and second power sourcing equipment,

wherein the power is not provided to the powered device
from either the first power sourcing equipment or the
second power sourcing equipment in the event that
said simultaneous detection is indicative of the
absence ofthe powered device on each of the first path
and the second path, and

wherein in the event that said simultaneous detection is
indicative of the absence of the powered device on
each ofthe first path and the second path, said firstand
second power sourcing equipments do not alternately
perform the detection.
7. The twin power sourcing equipment of claim 6, wherein
each of said first and second power sourcing equipments are
further arranged to perform classification on the respective
one of the first and second paths responsive to successful
detection of the signature impedance on the respective path
by the respective one of the first and second power sourcing
equipments, the classification classifying the power require-
ments of the powered device.
8. The twin power sourcing equipment of claim 7, wherein
in the event that only one of said alternate detection is indica-
tive of the presence of the signature impedance, power is
provided to the powered device by the respective one of said
first and second power sourcing equipment associated with
the detection of the presence of the signature impedance, the
power provided subsequent to the performed classification.
9. The twin power sourcing equipment of claim 6, wherein
in the event that only one of said alternate detection is indica-
tive of the presence of the signature impedance, power is
provided to the powered device by the respective one of said
first and second power sourcing equipment associated with
the detection of the presence of the signature impedance.
10. A twin power sourcing equipment comprising:
a first power sourcing equipment arranged for connection
to a powered device over a first power path;
a second power sourcing equipment arranged for connec-
tion to the powered device over a second power path,
said second power path different from said first power
path;
said first and second power sourcing equipments arranged
to:
simultaneously perform detection of the powered device
by each applying a detection voltage to the powered
device via the respective one of the first path and the
second path to detect the powered device, and deter-
mine whether the powered device is present or absent;
and

in the event that at least one of said first and second
power sourcing equipments detects the presence of
the powered device by said simultaneous detection,
alternately perform detection of the powered device
by each alternately applying the detection voltage to
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the powered device via the respective one of the first
path and the second path to detect a signature imped-
ance; and
in the event that each of said alternate detection is indica-
tive of the presence of the signature impedance, pro-
vide power to the powered device simultaneously by
said first and second power sourcing equipment,
wherein the power is not provided to the powered device
from either the first power sourcing equipment or the
second power sourcing equipment in the event that said
simultaneous detection is indicative of the absence of the
powered device on each of the first path and the second
path, and

wherein in the event that said simultaneous detection is

indicative of the absence of the powered device on each
of the first path and the second path, said simultaneously
performed detection is repeated after a predetermined
time interval.

11. A method of providing power from a first power sourc-
ing equipment arranged for connection to a powered device
over a first power path and a second power sourcing equip-
ment arranged for connection to the powered device over a
second power path, the second power path difterent from said
first power path, the method comprising:

simultaneously determining, for each of the first power

sourcing equipment and the second power sourcing
equipment, whether the powered device is present or
absent;
in the event the powered device is determined to be present
by either the first power sourcing equipment or the sec-
ond power sourcing equipment, alternately performing
detection of the powered device via the respective one of
the first path and the second path to detect a signature
impedance;
in the event that each of said alternate detection is indica-
tive of the presence of the signature impedance, provid-
ing power to said powered device simultaneously by
said first and second power sourcing equipment;

performing classification on the respective one of the first
and second paths by each of said first and second power
sourcing equipments responsive to successful detection
of the signature impedance on the respective path by the
respective one of the first and second power sourcing
equipments, the classification classifying the power
requirements of the powered device; and

in the event that only one of said alternate detection is

indicative of the presence of the signature impedance,
providing power to said powered device by the respec-
tive one of said first and second power sourcing equip-
ment associated with the detection of the presence of the
signature impedance, the power provided subsequent to
the performed classification,
wherein said power is not provided to said powered
device from either the first power sourcing equipment
or the second power sourcing equipment in the event
that the powered device is determined to be absent by
each of the first power sourcing equipment and the
second power sourcing equipment during said simul-
taneous determining.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein said simultaneously
determining comprises:

simultaneously performing detection of the powered

device by each applying a detection voltage to said pow-
ered device via the respective one of the first path and the
second path to detect said powered device, the powered
device determined to be present in the event that at least
one of said first and second power sourcing equipments
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detects the presence of the powered device by said
simultaneous detection and the powered device deter-
mined to be absent in the event that both said first and
second power sourcing equipments detect the absence of
the powered device by said simultaneous detection, and

wherein said alternately performing detection comprises
alternately applying the detection voltage to said pow-
ered device via the respective one of the first path and the
second path to detect a signature impedance.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein in the event that the
powered device is determined to be absent, said alternate
detection is not performed.

14. A method of providing power from a first power sourc-
ing equipment arranged for connection to a powered device
over a first power path and a second power sourcing equip-
ment arranged for connection to the powered device over a
second power path, the second power path different from said
first power path, the method comprising:
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simultaneously determining, for each of the first power
sourcing equipment and the second power sourcing
equipment, whether the powered device is present or
absent;

in the event the powered device is determined to be present
by either the first power sourcing equipment or the sec-
ond power sourcing equipment, alternately performing
detection of the powered device via the respective one of
the first path and the second path to detect a signature
impedance; and

in the event that each of said alternate detection is indica-
tive of the presence of the signature impedance, provid-
ing power to said powered device simultaneously by
said first and second power sourcing equipment,

wherein in the event that the powered device is determined
to be absent by each of the first power sourcing equip-
ment and the second power sourcing equipment during
said simultaneous determining, said determining is
repeated after a predetermined time interval.
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